
We’re on our way
to delivering same-sex

accommodation during 2010



As a patient in a Pennine Care 
ward, you deserve privacy, and you 
deserve to be treated with dignity.

By making these considerations our 
priority, we’re on our way to making your 
hospital experience as comfortable as 
possible, through the ‘Delivering Same-Sex 
Accommodation’ project.

The NHS is committed to providing you 
with same-sex accommodation and this 
leaflet explains what it is and what we 
are able to offer within our wards at 
Pennine Care.

We’re on our way
to making your stay 
more comfortable



What is same-sex 
accommodation?

For a hospital to say that it has same-sex 
accommodation, it must provide sleeping 
areas, toilet and washing facilities that are 
for men or women only. This will mean 
different things in different hospitals.
You could be:

• In a same-sex ward, where the whole 
ward is occupied by either men or 
women only

• In a single room, or

• In a mixed ward, where men and women 
are in separate bays or rooms

Wards and bays what 
difference does it make?

A ward is where a team with appropriate 
specialist skills treats a group of patients.

Within a mixed ward, same-sex 
accommodation is provided by single rooms 
or same-sex bays and toilet facilities. 

All our bays are same-sex areas.



Why is same-sex  
accommodation important?
Patients have told us that being in same-
sex accommodation makes a big difference 
to how comfortable and relaxed they feel 
while they’re in hospital. Having to share 
accommodation with members of the 
opposite sex can have a negative impact on 
people’s privacy and dignity at a time when 
they may already be feeling vulnerable.

Some patients also have cultural or 
religious reasons for not wanting to share 
accommodation with members of the 
opposite sex.

Plans are currently being developed to 
achieve our desire to have 100% single 
bedroom accommodation. 80% of our 
beds are currently single bedrooms, the 
majority of these have en-suite bathroom 
facilities. By the autumn of 2011 we hope to 
have 90% of our accommodation as single 
bedrooms.

Pennine Care NHS Foundation 
Trust are committed to 

upholding and promoting the 
right to privacy and dignity for 

all our service users.



 

We do appreciate that some of our 
accommodation is in bed bays, as part of 
our desire to improve we want to turn 
these into single bedrooms. If you are 
sleeping in a bed bay we promise that 
you will not be sleeping in a room with a 
member as the oppposite sex.

We think that giving you accesss to same-
sex bays or individual bedrooms best 
maintains your privacy and dignity.

Ask your named nurse or 
ward manager for more details

www.northwest.nhs.uk/
whatwedo/privacyanddignitysame-

sexaccommodation/

For more information on our 
Same-Sex Accomodation Project:

speak

Same-sex accommodation 
in Pennine Care NHS 

Foundation Trust
Pennine Care does meet the standards 
of same-sex accommodation as set out by 
the government but we strive to provide 
you the best care possible in the best 
environment.

click
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If you need help to understand this leaflet 
or you require it in another format such as 
large print, spoken (on CD), or braille please 
contact the number below.

Bangla

Chinese

Arabic

Si vous avez besoin d’aide pour comprendre ce document ou si vous en 
avez besoin dans un autre format tel qu’en gros caractères, sur CD (disque 
compact) ou en Braille, veuillez nous contacter par les méthodes ci-dessous.   

French

Gujarati

Jeżeli potrzebujesz pomocy w zrozumienium tej ulotki lub potrzebutesz ją w 
innym wydaniu, jak na przykład duzym drukiem lub w wersji mowionej (na CD), 
czy w języku brailleʼa, prosimy o kontakt poprzez podane nizej informacje.

Polish

Pushto

Farsi

Urdu

Telephone: 0161 234 4041
Text phone: 0161 234 3316
(This is a text phone minicom only)
Email: patientinformation@penninecare.nhs.uk

Supported by M4 Translations

@

Visit us on www.penninecare.nhs.uk


